-12-

The Way of Wisdom
Con Duwong Khon Ngoan

Advice for Everyday Life
Lo&i Khuyén cho Poi Song Hang Ngay

As 1 looked back on my days in school, I started thinking about my
most memorable teachers. My first surprise was that I could not name very
many without taking it one year at a time. That meant a lot of the teachers I had
did not leave a lasting impression. However, for those who did leave an
impression, I wrote out their names and attempted to see if there were any
common characteristic among them.

Khi t6i nhin lai nhitng ngay & trudng, t6i bit ddu nghi vé nhiing thiy
gido dang nhd nhét. Sy ngac nhién dau tién cua toi 1a toi khong thé ké tén nhidu
thdy gido ma khong theo timg nim mot. Nghia 1a nhiéu thay gido da dé lai trong
t6i 4n tugng khong phai. Tuy nhién, ddi voi nhing thdy gido da that sy dé lai 4n
tuong, t6i ghi lai tén ciia ho va cb ging xem thir giita ho c6 nhimg dic tinh
chung nao khong.

The biggest common trait among my most memorable teachers was
that when they spoke, they all had something important to say. In other words,
when they got through lecturing, they gave time to study rather than attempting
to keep speaking until the hour was complete. None of them seemed to be long
winded. That made what they had to say more powerful, seem more important,
and easier to remember.

Diém chung lon nhét t6i thay trong nhiing thay gi4o dang nhd nhét cia
t6i 14 khi ho noi, tit ca déu co diéu gi do quan trong dé néi. Noi cach khac, khi
ho thuyet trinh, ho danh thoi gian nghién ctru hon 1a ¢t noi thao thao bat tuyét
cho dén hét gio. Khong ¢o ai trong s0 ho duong nhu kéo dai qua lau. Diédu do
khién cho nhing gi ho mudn néi ¢é stc thuyét phuc hon, dudng nhu quan trong
hon va d& nhé hon.

Powerful teaching leads to wisdom which leads to good decision
making. It supplies us with practical advice for everyday living at home, at
school, and at work. Wisdom is the ability to use knowledge to the best
possible end result. Wisdom helps us develop our soft skills such as
teamwork, preparation, communication, and follow through. No one gives a
graduation certificate for wisdom. There are no report cards for the person who
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is wise, but as you will see later in this chapter there are plenty of rewards for
one who seeks wisdom.

Giang day quyén ning dan dén sy khon ngoan gilp ¢ nhing quyét
dinh t6t. N6 mang lai cho chung ta nhing 10i khuyén thuc tién cho mdi ngay
song ¢ nha, ¢ truong va tai cong sO. Sw khon ngoan la kha ning sir dung tri
thire dé 6 ket qua cudi cung tot nhit cé thé dwge. Khén ngoan giup chung
ta phat trién nhirng ky nang nhu lam viéc theo doi, sw chuin bi, giao tlep,
va l1am b¢ phéng. Khong ai cap bang tét nghiép cho sy khon ngoan. Khong ¢6
theé bao cdo nao cho mot ngudi khon ngoan, nhung nhu ban thdy sau nay trong
chwong nay, c6 nhiéu phan thuéng cho ngudi tim kiém sy khon ngoan.

This chapter will present to you some brief and powerful statements. I
like to call them wise sayings. They are interchangeable, meaning you will find
them beneficial in your family relationships, in a school setting, on the job, and
even in the halls of government. Please do not interpret them as being rules.
Generally, we see rules as something that benefits the rule maker. Rather, wise
sayings are actions or attitudes that, if we accept them and make them a part of
our lives, make us a person of foresight.

Chuong nay sé& trinh bay cho ban mét s6 ciu néi ngén gon va day st
thuyét phuc. Téi thich goi chiing 1a nhitng cau chdm ngén. Nhitng cau nay c6 thé
hoén d6i, nghia 1a ban s& thiy ching c6 ich trong mbi quan hé gia dinh, &
truong, trong cdng viéc va ngay ca trong chinh phu. Xin dung xem chung nhu
nhitng ludt 1é. N6i chung, chiing ta coi luat 1¢ 1a luat 1¢ vi né co6 lgi cho nguoi
lam luat. Nhitng cau n6i khon ngoan 1a nhitng hanh dong hay thai d6 ma néu
chung ta chép nhan ching va dit chung thanh mot phin cua doi song chiing ta,
gitp chung ta tré nén mot ngudi nhin xa trong rong.

To make them easier to remember and to analyze, I have put them into
three (3) categories.

Dé cho d& nhé va dé phan tich, t6i da phan ching thanh ba (3) loai.

Seeking Wisdom
Hay Tim Kiem Sy Khon Ngoan

*  Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who obtains
understanding. For her benefit is more profitable than silver,
and her gain is better than gold.

*  Phudc cho nguoi nao tim dugc sy khon ngoan va nhan dugc
su thong sang. Vi ich lgi ctia né qui hon bac va tét hon vang.
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The scorner seeks wisdom but finds none, but understanding is
easy for a discerning person.

Ké nhao bang tim kiém khon ngoan, ma khong gip; Song su
tri thirc 1dy 1am d& dang cho ngudi thong sang.

Leave the presence of a foolish person, or you will not
understand wise counsel.
Hay tranh mat nguoi ngu dai, e con s€ khong hiéu 16i tri thirc.

A wise child brings joy to his father, but a foolish person
despises his mother.

Con khon ngoan lam cha né vui long, nhung ké ngu dai khinh
bi me nd.

How much better it is to acquire wisdom than gold; to acquire
understanding is more desirable than silver.
Co duoc sy khon ngoan 1a diéu tbt hon vang biét bao, va duoc
su thong sang 1a diéu dang chugng hon bac.

The discerning person acquires knowledge, and the wise
person seeks knowledge

Ngudi thong sang tim cau su tri thire; Ngudi khon ngoan tim
kiém tri hiéu.

By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is
established; by knowledge its rooms are filled with all kinds of
precious and pleasing treasures.

Nho khon ngoan nha duge xay cat, va boi sang sudt no duge
thiét 1ap. Nho tri thirc ma moi noi déu dugc day diy moi thir
cua bau.

The man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but
whoever associates with prostitutes wastes his wealth.

Nguoi va mén sy khon ngoan lam cho cha minh vui vé, con ké
két ban v&i nguoi ky nit pha hoai ciia cai minh.

For wisdom provides protection, just as money provides
protection. But the advantage of knowledge is this: Wisdom
preserves the life of its owner.

Gidng nhu tién bac, sy khén ngoan nhu bong che than, nhung
loi ich ctia sy khon ngoan 1a bao ton mang sdng ciia cht minh.
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Advice from Others
Loi Khuyén Tir Ngudi Khac

Give instruction to a wise person, and he will become wiser
still; teach a righteous person and he will add to his learning.
Hiy gi4o huan ngudi khon ngoan thi ngudi s& khon ngoan
hon; Hay day d& ngudi cong chinh thi kién thirc cia ngudi sé
gia tang.

When there is no guidance a nation falls, but there is success
in the abundance of counselors.
Mot dan toc s€ sup dd vi thiéu su chi day, nhung nho nhidu
ngudi ¢b vin ma co thanh cong.

The way of a fool is right in his own opinion, but the one who
listens to advice is wise.

Puong 16i cua ké ngu dai 1a ngay thing theo ¥ minh, nhung
nguoi khon ngoan ling nghe 16i khuyén day.

Anxiety in a person’s heart weighs him down, but an
encouraging word brings him joy

Lo ling lam cho long ngudi mét moi, nhung 10i lanh khién
long da nguoi ta vui mung.

The one who associates with the wise grows wise, but a
companion of fools suffers harm.
Nguoi nao di vdi nguoi khon ngoan s€& khon ngoan, nhung
lam ban v&i ké ngu dai s€ bi hai.

Plans fail when there is no counsel, but with abundant advisers
they are established.

K¢é hoach thit bai vi thiéu sy c¢6 van, nhung nho nhidu ngudi
¢b van, s& thanh cong.

Listen to advice and receive discipline, that you may become
wise by the end of your life.

Hay nghe 151 khuyén va nhan sy gido hudn, hau cho cubi cling
con tr¢ nén khoén ngoan.
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Work and Wages
Cong Viéc va Tién Luong

The one who is lazy becomes poor, but the one who works
diligently becomes wealthy.

K¢ biéng nhac tré nén nghéo khd, nhung nguoi siéng ning
duoc giau thém 1én.

The one who gathers crops in the summer is a wise son, but
the one who sleeps during the harvest is a son who brings
shame to himself.

Ké thau trit hoa mau trong mua he la con trai khon ngoan;
nhung ké ngu trong mua gat la dira gdy su si nhuc cho minh.

The one who works his field will have plenty of food, but
whoever chases daydreams lacks wisdom.

K¢ nao lam viéc trong rudng minh s€ dugc nhiéu thue phé“im;
Con ké theo dudi chuyén vién vong 1a ké thiéu tri hiéu.

The diligent person will rule, but the slothful will become a
slave.
Ngudi siéng ning s& cai tri, nhung ké ludi biéng s& tré thanh
no I€.

The appetite of the sluggard craves but gets nothing, but the
desire of the diligent will be abundantly satisfied.

Ké ludi biéng thém mudn ma ching dugc gi; Udc ao cua
ngudi siéng nang sé dugc man nguyén.

The one who tends a fig tree will eat its fruit, and whoever
takes care of his master will be honored.

Ai cham sdc cay va s€ an trai nd; Nguoi phuc vu chtt minh sé
dugc trong dai.

Wise sayings are like a stick that a farmer uses to make his animals
move, and they are also like nails that hold things together. Life is a whole lot
like that. Sometimes we must be prodded along because we need to make a
decision, and sometimes we need to just hold fast when it seems like everyone
else is making some type of decision. We truly need wisdom to make the correct
decision. The best day to start acquiring wisdom is today. Wisdom is
cumulative. It comes from instruction and from experience. It comes from
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books, from the classroom, from relationships, and from God. We need all of
these sources.

Nhimg céu chim ngén gidng nhu cdy gdy ma nguoi nong dan dung dé
diéu khién vat nudi cua minh va ching gidng nhu dinh két dinh moi thtr lai véi
nhau. Cugc doi vé tong thé ciing gidng vay. Doi khi chiing ta phai bi thic day vi
chung ta can c6 quyét dinh va déi khi chung ta phai ndm bét nhanh co hoi khi
duong nhu ai d6 cling dang dua ra quyét dinh. Chiing ta that sy can sy khon
ngoan dé quyét dinh ding. Ngay tét nhit bt diu tim kiém sy khon ngoan 1a
hom nay. Sy khon ngoan do tich liiy ma cé. No dén tir sy gido huin va kinh
nghiém. No dén tir sach vo, 16p hoc, mdi quan hé va tir Thugng Dé. Ching ta
can tit ca nhiing nguon nay.

One relationship that will enable or hinder our ability to gain wisdom is
our relationship with our parents. They are worthy of our honor. Making peace
with our parents begins, not with forgiving the perceived injustices against us,
but by asking their forgiveness for our injustices toward them. Continued anger
and mistrust against our parents will unconsciously affect our careers, our
finances, other relationships, and even our health. As our parents cared for us
when we were young and helpless, we need to care for them as they grow old
and helpless. We can do this no matter the past, and if we do — we will be wise
and blessed.

Mot quan hé ma c6 thé phat huy hodc ngin tré kha ning co duge khon
ngoan la mdi quan hé véi ba me chung ta. Ho dang dwoc kinh trong. Lam hoa
véi ba me chung ta, khong béng viéc tha tht sy thiéu cong bé‘mg cua ho nghich
voi ching ta, ma bang viéc xin ho tha thir sy thiéu cong bang cua ching ta
nghich véi ho. Tiép tuc tic gian, khong tin trdng ba me ching ta vo hinh chung
s& anh huong dén nghé nghiép, tai chinh, nhitng mbi quan hé khac va tham chi
strc khoe cua chung ta. Nhu ba me chdm soc ching ta khi ching ta con nho va
can sy gitp d5, thi ching ta cdn chim séc ba me khi ho vé gia va can sy gitp
d5. Chung ta c6 thé lam diéu nay bit ké qua khir va néu chung ta lam dugc vay,
chung ta s& dugc khon ngoan va dugc phude.
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